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the vessels. 3. W. T. Porter : A New Method for

the Study of the Intra-cardiac Pressure Curve. This

is an ingenious arrangement of two Hurthle membrane

manometers, one of which is connected with one tube of a
double cannula and can by contact with a pair of cups con-
taining mercury make a magnet close a stopcock connected
with the second tube of the cannula. By altering the position
of the lever of the first manometer and thus changing the
moment at which the wire shall make the circuit and open
the second manometer any particular part of the intra-

ventricular curve can be studied. 4. The Rotary Properties
of some Vegetable Proteids, by Arthur C. Alexander, Ph.D.
The proteids examined were hemp globulin and the globulins
obtained from flax and the Brazil nut. 5. Thomas B. Aldrich,
Ph.D. : A Chemical Study of the Secretion of the Anal Glands
of Mephitis Mephitica (Common Skunk), with remarks on
the physiological properties of the secretion. 6. F. S.
Conant and H. L. Clark : On the Accelerator and Inhibitory
Nerves to the Crab’s Heart. 7. Lewellys F. Barker : A Case
of Circumscribed Unilateral and Elective Sensory Paralysis-
that is, one in which only certain of the functions of the
sensory nerves are abolished.

In the Teterinary Journal and Annals of Coniparativ6
Pathology for June is reproduced Nocard’s account of An

Experimental Study on the Translucent Tubercles of the

Lung in Glandered Horses. This is especially interesting
from the fact that in animals in which the symptoms
of glanders are doubtful, but which react to mallein,
there are discovered on post-mortem examination trans-

lucent tubercles which contain very few glanders bacilli,
and which, therefore, have sometimes been overlooked

as resulting from the action of this organism. Glanders
in which such tubercles are present can apparently
be cured, in a certain proportion of cases at least,
by the injection of mallein. Another important point
brought out in this paper is that glanders is easily
propagated through the digestive organs. A couple of

the notes in this number of the journal are strictly con-
troversial and have to do rather with the rivalry which
exists between the Veterinarian and the Veterinary Journal
than with the outside veterinary and medical public. The

suggested amendment of the Public Health Bill for Scot-
land as regards the employment of veterinary surgeons in
the inspection of live stock in connexion with public health
is again alluded to. A case of Tuberculosis in the
Horse is described and many clinical cases are recorded.
The remainder of the number is made up of reports of
various veterinary associations, which seem at present to be
concerned mainly with the question of veterinary education.

METROPOLITAN PROVIDENT MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

A WBLL-ATi’ENDED meeting was held at Surrey House on
the llth inst. to bring before the public the claims of the
Metropolitan Provident Medical Association on its support,
financial and otherwise. Lord Battersea, who presided,
stated in his opening remarks that the Association had now
nineteen branches, ten of which were self-supporting; it had
about 35,000 members enrolled, who contributed nearly
.E5000 a year in periodical payments. Lord Stamford moved
the first resolution, to the effect that the work of the
association was thus a great social benefit to the community.
Mr. Claude Montefiore, in seconding, gave a clear account of
its object, which, he said, was to provide medical aid, not
for paupers, or for persons able to pay the ordinary fees of
respectable medical practitioners, but for that vast class of
people which lay between the two. It had two principles,
and must prove that it was carrying out both before it could
claim the help of the public : on the one hand it must
promote thrift, and on the other it must supply good medical
treatment. It must also deal fairly with the medical

profession, without whose help and cooperation it could

not carry on its work, and must protect the interests
alike of its patients and of its medical staff. In view
of this latter object it was careful to maintain a

wage limit. Referring to the recent loss of that great
philanthropist Baron de Hirsch, Mr. Montefiore men-

tioned that his munificent gift of .E3000 made some few
years ago had borne good fruit in the establishment of
several flourishing branches. Dr. Hett spoke to the resolu-
tion from the point of view of a medical officer connected for
twenty-two years with a provident dispensary. He spoke
strongly of the benefit which had accrued to this dispensary
when some years ago it was affiliated to the association, and
mentioned with approval the principles which provide for the
adequate representation of the medical staff on the local
committee and for the payment of the medical men as a first
charge on the funds of the dispensaries. He bore testimony
also to the cordial relations which had always existed
between himself and the members under his care.

Mr. W. F. Lawrence, M.P., moved the second resolution,
which stated that the gratuitous and sometimes indiscrimi-
nate treatment of persons in the out-patient and casual de-
partments of hospitals results in the creation of a pauperised
spirit among the industrial classes, and that this evil is
best met by the establishment of self-supporting provident
dispensaries in cooperation with the hospitals.
Mr. Lucas, chairman of the Great Ormond-street Children’s

Hospital, urged the necessity and possibility of cooperation
between the hospitals and the association in dealing with the
out-patient problem.
Mr. Bousfield, chairman of the association, in thanking

Lord Battersea for presiding, remarked that they had learnt
much in their experience of nearly twenty years, and had
now, he believed, done a great deal towards solving the e
difficult and important question of the provision of medical
relief for the industrial classes and deserved the support
given them by the late Baron de Hirsch, the trustees of the
London Parochial charities, and others.

New Inventions.
A CARDIAC CYRTOMETER.

AFTER delimitation by percussion, auscultation, and palpa-
tion of the area of cardiac dulness, some physicians have
used transparent paper for preserving a permanent reading of
the outlines thus obtained. I have found it more convenient
in practice to employ a piece of flexible tubing such as that
used in Leiter’s instruments, or a piece of metal capable of
being easily adapted to the area mapped out, just as a similar
cyrtometer is used to ascertain the shape of the thorax.

Messrs. Arnold and Sons of West Smithfield have con-
structed a cardiac cyrtometer for me furnished with strands

, of silk bearing metal rings which, in addition to enabling

one to note the dimensions of the heart, afford a means of
noting accurately the relative position of the organ to such
points as the episternal and xyphoid notches and the nipple,
and also the extent of the superficial cardiac dulness. This
simple instrument occupies little bulk, and by its means the
above facts may be transferred by a pen or pencil to an

ordinary notebook without the use of transfer paper. -
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